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All claims being allowable, PROSECUTION ON THE MERITS IS (OR REMAINS) CLOSED in this application. If not included 
~ { Z P A ?™"^ of A,lowan ce (PTOL-85) or other appropriate communication will be mailed in due course. THIS 

£J ™ ALLOWABILITY IS NOT A GRANT OF PATENT RIGHTS. This application is subject to withdrawal from issue at the initiative 
of the Office or upon petition by the applicant. See 37 CFR 1.313 and MPEP 1308. 

1 . This communication is responsive to the response filed on January 27. 2003 . 

2. |El The allowed claim(s) is/are 1,3-5.12-15 and 20 . 

3. □ The drawings filed on . are accepted by the Examiner. 

4. [X] Acknowledgment is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 1 19(a)-(d) or (f). 

a) ESI All' b)DSome* c) □ None of the: 

1 . Kl Certified copies of the priority documents have been received. 



2. □ Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No. 



3. □ Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received in this national stage application from the 
International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 
* Certified copies not received: . 

5. □ Acknowledgment is made of a claim for domestic priority under 35 U.S.C. § 1 19(e) (to a provisional application). 

(a) □ The translation of the foreign language provisional application has been received. 

6. □ Acknowledgment is made of a claim for domestic priority under 35 U.S.C. §§ 120 and/or 121. 
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INFORMAL PATENT APPLICATION (PTO-152) which gives reason(s) why the oath or declaration is deficient. 

8. H CORRECTED DRAWINGS must be submitted. 

(a) □ including changes required by the Notice of Draftsperson's Patent Drawing Review ( PTO-948) attached 
1) □ hereto or 2) □ to Paper No. . 

(b) S including changes required by the proposed drawing correction filed 26 March 2001 . which has been approved by the 
Examiner. 

(c) □ including changes required by the attached Examiner's Amendment / Comment or in the Office action of Paper No. . 
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DETAILED ACTION 
Allowable Subject Matter 

Claims 1,3-5, 12-15 and 20 are allowed. 

The following is an examiner's statement of reasons for allowance: in a driving 
unit of a welding equipment provided with a force application shaft that is driven by a 
motor, comprising: 

a screw shaft coaxially fixed with a rotary shaft of the motor; 

a nut fixed with the force application shaft and threaded with a screw of the screw 

shaft; 

a stabilizing mechanism engaging the force application shaft to prevent rotation 
thereof; 

an elastic body disposed on the axis of the force application shaft through which 
the force exerts; and 

an electromagnetic brake disposed on the rotary shaft of the motor, 

whereby a rotary force output from the rotary shaft of the motor is converted into 

a reciprocating motion of the force application shaft which in turn applies a force to the 

welding equipment; 

the prior art's references of record do not disclose the combination of structures 
used to apply the force on the welding equipment. 

Any comments considered necessary by applicant must be submitted no later 
than the payment of the issue fee and, to avoid processing delays, should preferably 
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accompany the issue fee. Such submissions should be clearly labeled "Comments on 
Statement of Reasons for Allowance." 



Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Guillermo Perez whose telephone number is (703) 306- 
5443. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday through Thursday and 
alternate Fridays. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Nestor Ramirez can be reached on (703) 308 1371 . The fax phone 
numbers for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned are (703) 
305 3432 for regular communications and (703) 305 3432 for After Final 
communications. 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or 
proceeding should be directed to the receptionist whose telephone number is (703) 308 
0956. 



Conclusion 



Guillermo Perez 
March 14, 2003 
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